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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 27 April 2009 has been entered. 

Remarks 

2. In response to communications filed on 27 April 2009, claims 1,11, and 1 8 have been 
amended per the applicant's request. Claims 1-23 are presently pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-8, 10, 11-16, 18-21, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sprint Online User's Guide PCS Phone Handspring Treo 300 User Guide, 
known hereinafter as Treo in view of Grossman et al. (U.S. patent No. 2004/01 19732 Al); 
Microsoft Middleeast - Windows XP; and Nicolas et al. (U.S. patent No. 7,55 1,899 Bl). 

As to claim 1, Treo teaches a method for displaying recent items, comprising: 
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determining a recent item from recently accessed items on a device; wherein the recently 
accessed items on the device include: recent incoming phone calls; recent outgoing phone calls; 
and recent access of contacts (see page 94, Reviewing Call History); 

replacing the recent item with a contact maintained in a contact list when the item has an 
associated contact (see page 94, screen shot and see page 95 Adding a Call History Entry to 
Contacts); 

placing the recent item in a recent items list that includes all recently accessed items (see 
page 94, screen shot); 

generating the recent items list such that recent items associated with a contact are 
coalesced and shown as only one item within the recent items list; wherein the recent items list 
includes both recent items that were replaced by a contact and recent items that were not 
replaced by a contact (see page 94, screen shot, where each incoming outgoing or missed call is 
only displayed once); and 

displaying the recent items list (see page 94, screen shot); and 

displaying a context menu when the recent item is selected; wherein the context menu 
includes: 

in response to determining the recent item was not replaced by a contact, an option to 
create a new contact for the recent item (see page 95, 'Adding a Call History entry to your 
Contacts list", "3. Under Record, select Add (/N)"); 

an option to an option to remove the recent item from the recent items list (see page 107, 
Call History view). 
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Treo does not distinctly disclose including an option to beam the recent item in the Call 
History "record" view. 

However, Treo does include beaming a contact in other "record" menus (see page 107, 
Contacts list view; Contacts edit view; and Contacts record view. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified the Call History "record" in Treo to include creating a new contact and beaming a 
contact because it would allow added functionality of allowing new address book entries to be 
added to the address book from the Call History and of allowing contact information from calls 
from the Call History to be sent to other users using menu items already available in other 
embodiments of Treo . 

Treo as modified, does not distinctly disclose wherein the recently accessed items include 
recently received electronic messages or recent outgoing electronic messages. 

However, Grossman et al. teaches including email and phone numbers see paragraph 
0043 and 0046. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Treo as modified, to include the teachings of 
Grossman et al. because these teachings would allow the user to contact a recent correspondence 
with email or telephone. 

Treo as modified, does not distinctly disclose the recent items list generated such that 
recent items related to pinned contact are listed higher than items from a standard contact more 
recently received, and in response to determining the recent item was replaced by a contact, an 
option to pin a selected contact displayed in the recent items list. 
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However, Microsoft Middleeast - Windows XP teaches pinning programs to a start menu 
of recently and frequently accessed programs, (see Pin Programs to the Start Menu). While 
Microsoft Middleeast- Windows XP does not show treating items like "contacts" that replace 
phone numbers differently and determining if an item has been replaced by a contact, Treo as 
modified, does change menus based on if the item is a phone number or a phone number that is 
replaced by a contact (see page 96 "2. Press Menu" and "3. Under Record, select Add (/N)" and 
see page 107, "Call History view" where the "Add" choice has been removed for a known 
contact). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Treo as modified, to include the teachings of Microsoft 
Middleeast - Windows XP because this would allow the user to have more control over what 
items are displayed on a list of frequently accessed contacts. Further, it would be a design 
choice to select which menus the pinning option is available on and putting this option on only 
some of the menus would be well within the ability to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention. 

Treo as modified, still does not distinctly disclose generating the recent items list such 
that recent items associated with a contact are coalesced and shown as only one item. 

Nicolas et al. teaches this, see column 5, line 52 through column 6, line 5; see column 6, 
lines 26-50; and see 30-55, "most used numbers" lists contacts with one number based on the 
amount of times that number has called or been called, when doing the number search over all 
the tables, line 46 of column 7 teaches removing all duplicates. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Treo as modified to include the teachings of Nicolas et al. because this would remove 
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redundant data so that it is easier for users to make a selection that is desired. Further, Nicolas et 
al. was meant to be performed on a device similar to a Trio. 

As to claim 2, Treo as modified, teaches wherein determining the recent item further 
comprises determining a time associated with a communication associated with the recent item 
(see Treo , page 94, Details and page 107, Call History view). 

As to claim 3, Treo as modified, does not distinctly disclose wherein determining the 
recent item further comprises determining a frequency associated with communications 
associated with the recent item. 

However, Grossman ct al. teaches this, see paragraph 001 1 and 0046 "frequency of 
selecting particular contacts". Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Treo as modified, to include 
the teachings of Grossman et al. because these teachings would allow the users to see a list of 
contacts accessed most of a period of time instead of seeing contacts accessed most recently. 

As to claim 4, Treo as modified, does not distinctly disclose further comprising 
determining a frequency associated with the communication. 

However, Grossman et al. teaches this, see paragraph 001 1 and 0046 "frequency of 
selecting particular contacts". Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Treo as modified, to include 
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the teachings of Grossman et al. because these teachings would allow the users to see a list of 
contacts accessed most of a period of time instead of seeing contacts accessed most recently. 

As to claim 5, Treo as modified, teaches further comprising replying to the recent item by 
using any available communication method (see Treo , page 95, Calling a number in your Call 
History list, where calling the number is the available communication method). 

As to claim 6, Treo as modified, teaches wherein the communication method is selected 
from a set comprising a telephone call, an IM message, an SMS message, MMS message and an 
email (see Treo , page 95, Calling a number in your Call History list, where calling the number is 
the available communication method). 

As to claim 7, Treo as modified, teaches wherein the recent item list is limited to a 
predetermined number of recent items (see Treo , page 94, "quick access to the previous 1,000 
incoming and outgoing calls"). 

As to claim 8, Treo as modified, teaches wherein determining the recent item further 
comprises determining when a communication associated with the recent item is private and 
when the communication is private marking the communication as a non-recent item and not 
including the recent item in the recent items list (see Treo , page 72, Making records private). 
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As to claim 10, Treo as modified, teaches further comprising turning off the display of 
the recent items list based on a setting (see Treo, page 196, Auto-off delay). 

As to claim 11, Treo teaches a system for displaying recent items, comprising: 

a communications connection configured to receive a communication (see page 95, 

"Make sure wireless mode is on. See page 10 for details"); 

a display configured to display a recent items list (see page 94, screen shot); and 

a recent items application configured to perform actions, including: 

determining a recent item from recently accessed items; wherein the recently accessed 

items include: recent incoming phone calls; recent outgoing phone calls; and recent access of 

contacts (see page 94, Reviewing Call History); 

replacing the recent item with a contact maintained in a contact list when recent item has 

an associated contact within a contact list (see page 94, screen shot, page 95 Adding a Call 

History Entry to contacts); 

placing the recent item in the recent items list that includes all recently accessed 

items (see page 94, screen shot); 

generating the recent items list (see page 94, screen shot); and 

displaying the recent items list on the display (see page 94, screen shot); 

displaying a context menu, wherein an option in the context menu depends on whether a 

selected recent item is replaced by a contact (see page 96 "2. Press Menu" and "3. Under 

Record, select Add (/N)" and see page 107, "Call History view" where the "Add" choice has 

been removed for a known contact). 
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Treo does not distinctly disclose including recently received electronic messages and 
recent outgoing electronic messages. 

However, Grossman et al. teaches including email and phone numbers see paragraph 
0043 and 0046. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Treo to include the teachings of Grossman et 
al because these teachings would allow the user to contact a recent correspondence with email or 
telephone. 

Treo does not distinctly disclose recent items associated with a contact are coalesced and 
shown as only one item. 

Nicolas et al. teaches this, see column 5, line 52 through column 6, line 5; see column 6, 
lines 26-50; and see 30-55, "most used numbers" lists contacts with one number based on the 
amount of times that number has called or been called, when doing the number search over all 
the tables, line 46 of column 7 teaches removing all duplicates. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Treo as modified to include the teachings of Nicolas et al. because this would remove 
redundant data so that it is easier for users to make a selection that is desired. Further, Nicolas et 
al. was meant to be performed on a device similar to a Trio. 

Treo as modified, does not distinctly disclose recent items related to a pinned contact are 
listed higher than items from a standard contact. 

However, Microsoft Middleeast - Windows XP teaches pinning programs to a start menu 
of recently and frequently accessed programs, (see Pin Programs to the Start Menu). While 
Microsoft Middleeast- Windows XP does not show treating items like "contacts" that replace 
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phone numbers differently and determining if an item has been replaced by a contact, Treo as 
modified, does change menus based on if the item is a phone number or a phone number that is 
replaced by a contact (see page 96 "2. Press Menu" and "3. Under Record, select Add (/N)" and 
see page 107, "Call History view" where the "Add" choice has been removed for a known 
contact). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Treo as modified, to include the teachings of Microsoft 
Middleeast - Windows XP because this would allow the user to have more control over what 
items are displayed on a list of frequently accessed contacts. 

As to claim 12, the applicant is directed to the citations of claim 2 above. 
As to claim 13, the applicant is directed to the citations of claim 3 above. 
As to claim 14, the applicant is directed to the citations of claim 5 above. 
As to claim 15, the applicant is directed to the rejection of claim 7 above. 
As to claim 16, the applicant is directed to the citations of claim 8 above. 

As to claim 18, Treo teaches a computer-readable storage medium for displaying recent 
items, comprising: 

determining a recent item from recently accessed items; wherein the recently accessed 
items include: recent incoming phone calls; recent outgoing phone calls; and recent access of 
contacts (see page 94, Reviewing Call History); 

attempting to associate the recent item with a contact maintained in a contact list (see 
page 94, screen shot and see page 95, Adding a Call History Entry to contacts); 
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placing the recent item in a recent items list that includes all recently accessed items (see 
page 94, screen shot); 

generating the recent items list (see page 94, screen shot); and 
displaying the recent items list (see page 94, screen shot). 

Treo does not distinctly disclose including recently received electronic messages and 
recent outgoing electronic messages. 

However, Grossman et al. teaches including email and phone numbers see paragraph 
0043 and 0046. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Treo to include the teachings of Grossman et 
al because these teachings would allow the user to contact a recent correspondence with email or 
telephone. 

Treo does not distinctly disclose recent items associated with a contact are coalesced and 
shown as only one item. 

Nicolas et al. teaches this, see column 5, line 52 through column 6, line 5; see column 6, 
lines 26-50; and see 30-55, "most used numbers" lists contacts with one number based on the 
amount of times that number has called or been called, when doing the number search over all 
the tables, line 46 of column 7 teaches removing all duplicates. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Treo as modified to include the teachings of Nicolas et al. because this would remove 
redundant data so that it is easier for users to make a selection that is desired. Further, Nicolas et 
al. was meant to be performed on a device similar to a Trio. 
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Treo as modified, does not distinctly disclose recent items related to a pinned contact are 
listed higher than items from a standard contact. 

However, Microsoft Middleeast - Windows XP teaches pinning programs to a start menu 
of recently and frequently accessed programs, (see Pin Programs to the Start Menu). While 
Microsoft Middleeast- Windows XP does not show treating items like "contacts" that replace 
phone numbers differently and determining if an item has been replaced by a contact, Treo as 
modified, does change menus based on if the item is a phone number or a phone number that is 
replaced by a contact (see page 96 "2. Press Menu" and "3. Under Record, select Add (/N)" and 
see page 107, "Call History view" where the "Add" choice has been removed for a known 
contact). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Treo as modified, to include the teachings of Microsoft 
Middleeast - Windows XP because this would allow the user to have more control over what 
items are displayed on a list of frequently accessed contacts. 

As to claim 19, the applicant is directed to the citations of claim 2 above. 
As to claim 20, the applicant is directed to the citations of claim 5 above. 
As to claim 21, the applicant is directed to the citations of claim 8 above. 
As to claim 23 the applicant is directed to the citations of claim 10 above. 

5. Claims 9, 17, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sprint Online User's Guide PCS Phone Handspring Treo 300 User Guide, known hereinafter as 
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Treo in view of Grossman et al ; Microsoft Middleeast - Windows XP; and Nicolas et al. as 
applied to claims 1-8, 10, 11-16, 18-21, and 23 above and in further view of SoloMio. 

As to claim 9, Treo as modified, does not distinctly disclose further comprising 
displaying the time of the communication within a title bar of a contacts window when the recent 
item is highlighted. 

However, SoloMio teaches this see below. 



solomiO 



SoloMio Missed Call List 




Figure '] - a list of recent items 
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SoloMio Missed Call Option 
Menu 




SOIOMio Ser/kes SobWloCopyrlshl 3003. 

Figure 2- displaying the time of the last communication in the title bar. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to have modified Treo as modified above to 
include the teachings of SoloMio because this would convey information that may be necessary 
to a user to the user in a very efficient manner. 

As to claim 17, the applicant is directed to the citations of claim 9 above. 
As to claim 22, the applicant is directed to the citations of claim 9 above 



SolomiO 



Application/Control Number: 10/777,808 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2169 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 27 April 2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to the applicant's arguments that "[the] cited references do not teach 
generating a recent items list such that recent items associated with a contact are coalesced and 
shown as only one item", the arguments have been considered, but are moot in view of the new 
grounds of rejection given above. 

In response to the applicant's arguments that "the cited references do not teach a 
determination of whether a recent item was replaced by a contact", the arguments have been 
considered, but are not deemed persuasive. It can be evidenced that the menus change based on 
the Treo manual. According to page 96, when you go to the Record Menu after selecting a 
number you want to add (that is not already in the address book). The Record Menu gives you 
an option to Add that contact. However, in the call history view of the Record Menu on page 97 
no add option is displayed because the number is already associated with a contact. 

In response to the applicant's arguments that "the cited references do not teach recent 
items received from a pinned contact are being listed higher than items from a standard contact", 
the arguments have been considered, but are not deemed persuasive. In the "Microsoft 
Middleeast - Windows XP" document, it is shown that any item that is pinned goes directly to 
the top of list. Therefore all pinned items will necessarily be above or higher than all non-pinned 
or standard items regardless of call history. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure and can be found on the attached form PTO-892. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JACOB F. BETIT whose telephone number is (571) 272-4075. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tony Mahmoudi can be reached on (571) 272-4078. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

/Jacob F Betit/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2169 

jfb 

24 Jun 2009 



